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BACTERIOLOGY & MYCOLOGY 
 

 

SPECIMEN RETENTION TIMES 

Specimens are kept in the laboratory for the duration of the storage at minimum.  

 

Specimen Storage  

Temperature Duration 

Urines 4C 4 days 

Swabs*, Resp, Stool, other non-

sterile samples 
4C 8 days 

Infection Control Surveillance Swabs 4C 1 month 

CSF and other sterile fluids 4C 4 weeks 

Sterility & Environmental testing 

samples 
4C 1 month 

Milk Bank samples 4C 1 month 

Tissues - save portion in freezer vial 

 

- If extra tissue remaining 

-70C 

 

4C 

3 months 

 

1 month 

Positive culture plates Room Temperature (RT) 3 days after final reading 

Positive blood culture bottles 

including PD 
RT 2 weeks 

Blood Culture Smears RT  7 days 

Gram stain RT 3 weeks 

Teaching slides  RT Indefinitely 

Mycology teaching cultures in 

distilled water 
RT Indefinitely 

* Except Infection Control Surveillance Swabs  
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ISOLATE RETENTION TIMES 

Isolates are stored within the microbiology containment zones for the minimum storage duration.  

Isolates Storage  

Temperature Duration 

MRSA, VRE, MRO and other 

organisms with epidemiological 

implication (refer to list in Infection 

Control Manual) 

-70C Indefinitely 

Significant blood culture isolates (Refer 

to list in blood culture manual) 
-70

o
C 5 years minimum 

VITEK purity plates (except 

Staphylococcus or Enterococcus) 
4C 3 months 

Control plates of Oxacillin Screen and 

Vancomycin Screen 
4C 6 months 

ß-haemolytic-streptococcus and yeasts Room Temperature (RT) 10 days 

All isolates sent to PHL for ID -70C 5 years minimum 
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VIROLOGY  

 

   SPECIMEN RETENTION TIMES 

Specimens are kept in the laboratory for the minimum duration of the storage.  

 Storage  

Specimen Temperature Duration 

Primary Specimen Container 4C >1 week 

Primary Specimen Container: 

BK/CMV 
RT > 2 days 

Testing Sample aliquot -

BK/EBV/CMV 
-20

 o
C >3 months 

Testing Sample aliquot -

Respiratory/Non-sterile 
-70

 o
C >3 months 

Testing Sample aliquot - Sterile Sites -70
 o
C >6 months 

Testing Sample aliquot: HBV DNA -20
 o
C > 5 years 

Testing Sample aliquot: HCV RNA -70
 o
C > 5 years 

Study Specimens  As per Study Protocol 

 

 

SEROLOGY  

 

SPECIMEN RETENTION TIMES 

Specimens are kept in the laboratory for the minimum described duration 

 Storage 

Serum  Temperature Duration 

Primary Specimen Container: 4C >1 week 

Primary Specimen Container: 

Architect Samples 
4C >2 weeks 

Testing Sample Aliquot:  

(Routine, Non-transplant) 
-20

o
C 2-3 months 

Transplant Specimens -20
o
C 10 years 

Trillium Gift of Life -20
o
C 10 years 

Bone Bank -20
o
C 

Send each filled box to Bone 

Bank for longer storage 

HIV Test -20
o
C 10 years 

In vitro fertilization -20
o
C 10 years 

Cord blood -20
o
C 10 years 
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